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• Ne~snd will need to be mowed about 7 days after installation..'

• Even willi an automatic sprinkler system some hand watering
may be necessary to wet Ole first sod installed before an entire
sprinkler zone can be completed.

• Test for wetness - lift the sod to be sure soil beneaOl the sod
is wet, remember sprinklers miss corners.

• When snd wilts -the leaves roll up and (11m a darker color­
it has already begun to die! Watering at Olis point \vill save
many of the plants, but once a plant is dead, no anlount of
watering \ViU bring it back.

• 1\lrf roots need oxygen as well as water. Overly satumted soil
will prevent Ole roots from getting necessary oxygeu, and can
cause blackening and plant loss.

Traffic on Sod

• Keep your blades sharp for healthy grass and good appearance.

...... __ .. ·Reitiovc·clippiiigs·ifiJieyare heavy enough to cover Ole grass

.....~.Never remove more JIt.an.1/3 of the leaf blade in a single mowing.

...... • /.jo\V·resc~;~·;~·~~ches (i11e tall setting on your mower)....

. .stay,Q!fsod that IS extremely wet or on a slope.

......... • Use sod ~I;;i~~;;itnli)well rooted _ 2 to 3 weeks.

..........~ AVOid concentrated play, dog traffic and rougll use for 4 weeks.

112 incb112 incb1/2 inch

Temperature 32·· 60· 60·· 85· 8S·and above

When to Day of Within 20 Water Each
Start Installation Minutes of Roll as it is

Watering First Roll PUIDnwn
Installed

How Often Every OOler Once a Day 1\vice a Day
to Day for for fnr

Water 1\vo Weeks 1\vo Week.' 1\vo Weeks

Water! Water! Water!

• Do not overlap or leave spaces between strips

• Trim around sidewalks and borders with a sharp shovel

• You may roll or tamp O,e sod to press out air pockets

• On slopes, run sod up and down. If a slope will be difficult to
push a lawnmower over it will need to be pinned. Use 3 pins
per roll, available at Brookmeade

• Top and root growth begin immediately - sod should be rooted
in 10·14 days

Nearly all sod failures are due to poor watering practices!
Watering nnt only provides nnurishment and cooling tn the plant,
it also setOes Ole sod to O,e soil preventing ford,er water loss.

!low Much
-. Water at Each

Application
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Measuring for Sod

Preparing the Soil

Installing the Sod

• Loosen soil to a depth of 4 inches
• Remove sticks, rocks, clods and any growth
• Must have good soil to soil contact when installing sod
• Level with rake and grade 3/4 inch below sidewalks & borders
• Add lime using a mte of SOlbs/l 000 sq. feet of lawn
• Add starter fertilizer according to directions
• Soil preparation should be complete before O,e sod arrives

• Divide area into rectangles as nearly as possible
• Measure longOl x WidO, in Feet for Square Footage
• Divide Square Footage by 9 to covert into Square Yards
• Each roll of sod is 16" \vide and 81" long (l sq. yard)
• You can measure areas separately and add totals
• The sod can be cut easily to fit your area
• Add 5% for trimming and areas of unusual shape
• Call if you need help - we will come out and measure for you

• Start at tjl.eJongest,straigh!\'St edge, complete this ~oivhefor~"",
.statting'the next ......-- .. --.... "'" '.

...~. Stagger the joints in a brick pattern '" . "" ".

". '.'::"""'"

~e Install Sod all year - ~~ti;erp6C!11itting. ~d'Shquld b~""""
installed immediately after delivery- with'" 12 houfs-l!uting
wann weather. In cooler weaOler it \vill keep longer. I(-[s not
relOOmmended·tolnstall-so(i in temperatnres..8S· or above.

"'li'you must sod dUring the summer;instal)~tion shoUJd.~e plamiaJ..
for the cooler hours of early morning or laie'eveping. """ ....
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2008 marks Brookmeade Sod Farm's 40th Amtiversary. We have
been the leader in growing sod for Central Virginia since 196B.
Operating from three farms, all of our sod is grown in Hanover
County. We select seed varieties and use maintenance programs
especially adapted to the climatic conditions of Ole Richmond
metropolitan area. Brookmeade works closely \vith researchers at
VA TECH which maintains test plots on our farm outside of Ashland.
We are dedicated to providing our customers \vitb Ole best varieties
available. 1\lIf Type Tall Fescue grasses are best for central
Virginia's climate conditions and rainfall. Weather permitting,
Fescue is harvested all year.

About Brookmeade

Installation and Care Guide
Turf Type Tall Fescue

Brookmeade
Sod Farm, Inc.

883-6338

All of the sod grown at Brookmeade is highly cultivated and cared
for from seed selection to harvest This care guide will help you
\vith preparation of your yard and assist you \vith keeping the grass
healthy. If you have any questions, please give us call weekdays
8am - 4pm weather permitting.


